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THE CREAKING

by

Ben Goodger and Ben Gregory

<ADDRESS>

<TELEPHONE>

FADE IN:

FOREST. THE DISCOVERY - TWILIGHT

WOODCUTTER

(chops wood for family fire. While chopping his axe misses a piece of wood and strikes a box buried in a shallow hole under the ground.

(sets aside axe, stoops and scrapes loose dirt away from box. Pulls box out, holds up to face, blows dust and dirt from top. On top of box is carved “kanga” (“curse”). 

(tries to open box but it will not open. Reaches for axe, he holds axe near blade and hammers it open. A green tiki  and a piece of old paper fall to the ground. He picks up both.

(studies paper, unable to make sense of Maori words (contain words to popular children’s songs) but looks with care at Tiki. Places around neck.

(bends to pick up axe, doubles over in pain,

Arrgghhh!

(falls to ground.

Hours pass, 

(woodcutter, dazed, rises, walks towards home.

KITCHEN. THE RETURN - NIGHT

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE

(preparing dinner in kitchen, sees shape of husband walking up path to front door of house,

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE (O.C.)

Beatrice, Samuel, set the table, your father is home!

Enter WOODCUTTER, carrying axe, staring blankly.

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE (CONT’D)

Alfred, you’re late. Where’s the woo – Alfred, take your boots off, you’ll get mud all over the rug. 

WOODCUTTER paused, staring ahead.

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE (CONT’D)

Alfred? 

WOODCUTTER

Haera mae, tahi rua toru fa, po kare kare ana, na wai e rotorua… 

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE

(walks around to face husband)

Alfred, what are you going on about.. Alfred.. what’s wrong with your eyes? Alfred?

WOODCUTTER

(taking wife into embrace)

Some things, Mary, some things should not be discovered. 

(pushes wife back against refrigerator)

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE

(dazed, confused)

Alfred, what has got into you?

WOODCUTTER approaches, axe in hand

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE (CONT’D)

What are you doing? Stay away from me! 

EXT. THE MURDER - NIGHT

House silhouette

WOODCUTTER'S WIFE

(screams)

SAMUEL

Mummy! 

BEATRICE

Daddy… what are you doing?

SAMUEL

Daddy, no! 

(screams)

BEATRICE

(screams)

EXT. ARRIVAL - DAY

Car speeds along twisting mountain roads, loud youthful type music plays, e.g. “Body Jar” or “Blink 182” 

Screen Text: “SIXTY EIGHT YEARS LATER”
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